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Thought in practice

Shiur #3
The existence of G-d (contd).
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The existence of the Creator (Blessed be He) ie that there is an existent Being invested with the highest perfection of existence, He is the
cause of the existence of all existent things. In Him they exist and from Him emanates their continued existence. If we could suppose the
removal of His existence then the existence of all things would entirely cease and there would not be left any independent existence
whatsoever. But if on the other hand we could suppose the removal of all existent things but He, His existence (Blessed be He) would not
cease to be, neither would it suffer any diminution. For He (exalted is He) is self-sufficient, and His existence needs the aid of no existence
outside His. Whatsoever is outside Him, the intelligences (i.e. the angels) and the bodies of the spheres and the things below these, all of
them need Him for their existence. This is the first cardinal doctrine of faith which is indicated by the verse, ‘l am the L-rd your G-d.”
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The Unity of G-d, this implies that the Cause of all is one, not one of a genus or of a species, and not as one human being who is a
compound divisible into many unities, not a unity like the ordinary material body which is one in number but takes on endless divisions
and parts. But He, the exalted One, is a unity in the sense that there is no Unity like His in any way. This is the second cardinal doctrine of
faith which is indicated by the assertion, ‘Hear O Israel, the L-rd our G-d the L-rd is One.
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The removal of materiality from G-d. This signifies that this Unity is not a body nor the power of a body, not can the accidents of bodies
overtake Him, as e.g. a motion and rest, whether in the incidental or accidental sense. It was for this reason that the Sages (peace be unto
them!) denied to Him both cohesion and separation of parts, when they remarked ‘no sitting and no standing, no division and no
cohesion.” The prophet again said, ‘ and to whom will you liken G-d’ and ‘and unto whom will you liken me that | may be like says the Holy
One.” If G-d were a body, He would be like a body. Wherever in scripture G-d is spoken of with the attributes of material bodies like
motion, standing, sitting, speaking and such like, al there figures of speech, as the Sages said, ‘The Torah speaks in the language of man’.
People have said a great deal on this point. This third fundamental article of faith is indicated by the scriptural expression, ‘For you have
seen no likeness.” i.e. you have not comprehended him as one who possesses a likeness for, as we have remarked he is not a body nor a
bodily power.
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The priority of G-d, This means that the Unity whom we have described is first in the absolute sense. No existent thing outside Him is

Primary in relation to Him. The proofs of this in the scriptures are numerous. This fourth principle is indicated by the phrase, ‘the Eternal
One is a refuge’.
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The foundation of all foundations and the pillar of wisdom is to know that there is a Primary Being who brought into being
all existence. All the beings of the heavens, the earth, and what is between them came into existence only from the truth
of His being.
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If one would imagine that He does not exist, no other being could possibly exist.
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If one would imagine that none of the entities aside from Him exist, He alone would continue to exist, and the nullification
of their [existence] would not nullify His existence, because all the [other] entities require Him and He, blessed be He, does
not require them nor any one of them. Therefore, the truth of His [being] does not resemble the truth of any of their
[beings].
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This is implied by the prophet's statement [Jeremiah 10:10]: "And God, your Lord, is true" - i.e., He alone is true and no
other entity possesses truth that compares to His truth. This is what [is meant by] the Torah's statement [Deuteronomy
4:35]: "There is nothing else aside from Him" - i.e., aside from Him, there is no true existence like His.
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This entity is the God of the world and the Lord of the entire earth. He controls the sphere with infinite and unbounded
power. This power [continues] without interruption, because the sphere is constantly revolving, and it is impossible for it
to revolve without someone causing it to revolve. [That one is] He, blessed be He, who causes it to revolve without a hand
or any [other] corporeal dimension.
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The knowledge of this concept is a positive commandment, as [implied by Exodus 20:2]: "l am God, your Lord...." Anyone
who presumes that there is another god transgresses a negative commandment, as [Exodus 20:3] states: "You shall have
no other gods before Me" and denies a fundamental principle [of faith], because this is the great principle [of faith] upon
which all depends.
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Every Jewish person must BELIEVE and KNOW that there exists a first Being, without beginning or end, who brought all things into
existence and continues to sustain them. This Being is G-d."
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It is furthermore necessary to know that God's true nature cannot be understood at all by any being other than Himself. The only thing
that we know about Him is that He is perfect in every possible way and devoid of every conceivable deficiency.

These things are known by tradition from the Patriarchs and prophets. With the revelation at Sinai, all Israel perceived them and gained a
clear grasp of their true nature. They then taught them to their children, generation after generation until this very day. Moses had thus
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commanded them (Deuteronomy 4:9), "You shall not forget the things that you saw with your own eyes . . . and you shall make them
known to your children and to your children's children."

These concepts can also be logically verified by demonstrable proofs. Their veracity can be demonstrated from what we observe in nature
and its phenomena. Through such scientific disciplines as physics and astronomy, certain basic principles can be derived, and on the basis
of these, clear evidence for these concepts deduced. We will not occupy ourselves with this, however, but will rather set forth the well-
known basic principles handed down by tradition. These we will present in an authentic framework, arranged in a comprehensive manner.
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It is also necessary to know that God's existence is imperative. It is absolutely impossible that He should cease to exist.
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It is furthermore necessary to know that God's existence does not depend on anything else at all. His existence is intrinsically imperative.
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The Lord of the Universe who reigned
before anything was created.
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When all was made by his will
Then He was proclaimed as King.
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And when all shall end
He, the Awesome One still all alone shall reign.
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It is He who was, He who is ,
and He shall be in splendour.
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And He is one, and there is no second,
to compare to Him or to declare as His equal .
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Without beginning, without end
and to Him belongs dominion and power .
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And He is my G-d, my living Redeemer .
Rock of my pain in my time of distress,
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and He is my banner and my refuge,
the portion in my cup, who answers the day | shall call .
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To Him | commit my spirit,
in the time of sleep and awakening,
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With my spirit my body shall remain
G-d is with me, | shall not fear.
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