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In the beginning of God's creation of the heavens and the earth.
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In the beginning: Said Rabbi Yitzchak: It was not necessary to begin the Torah except from “This month is to you,” (Exod. 12:2)
which is the first commandment that the Israelites were commanded, (for the main purpose of the Torah is its commandments,
and although several commandments are found in Genesis, e.g., circumcision and the prohibition of eating the thigh sinew,
they could have been included together with the other commandments). Now for what reason did He commence with “In the
beginning?” Because of [the verse] “The strength of His works He related to His people, to give them the inheritance of the
nations” (Ps. 111:6). For if the nations of the world should say to Israel, “You are robbers, for you conquered by force the lands
of the seven nations [of Canaan],” they will reply, "The entire earth belongs to the Holy One, blessed be He; He created it (this
we learn from the story of the Creation) and gave it to whomever He deemed proper When He wished, He gave it to them, and
when He wished, He took it away from them and gave it to us.
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Our Sages of blessed memory drew our attention to this principle in Midrash Koheleth, where they said (Koheleth Rabbah 7:28)
- 'See the work of G-d..." (Ecclesiastes 7:13). When the Holy One Blessed be He created Adam, He took him and caused him to
pass before all the trees of the Garden of Eden. He said to him, "See how beautiful and praiseworthy are my works; and all that
| have created, | have created for your sake. Take heed that you do not damage and destroy my world.""
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Torah should be taught only to a proper student - one whose deeds are attractive - or to a person whose behaviour is
unknown. However, [a potential student] who follows bad ways should be influenced to correct his behaviour and trained to
follow a straight path. [After he repents, his deeds] are examined and he is allowed to enter the house of study to be
instructed.

Our Sages said: Whoever teaches an improper student is considered as if he throws a stone to Mercury, as [Proverbs 26:8]
states: "As one who winds a stone in a sling, so is he who gives honour to a fool." There is no "honour" other than Torah, as
[Proverbs 3:35] states: "The wise shall inherit honour."

Similarly, one should not study from a teacher who does not follow a proper path, even though he is a very wise man and his
[instruction] is required by the entire nation, until he returns to a good path, as [implied by Malachi 2:7]: "For the priest's lips
shall keep knowledge, and they shall seek Torah from his mouth, because he is a messenger from the L-rd of Hosts."

Our Sages said: If a teacher resembles "a messenger of the L-rd of Hosts," seek Torah from his mouth. If he does not, do not
seek Torah from his mouth.
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And the sun stood still, and the moon stayed, until the people had avenged themselves upon their enemies. Is this not written
in the book of Yashar? So the sun stood still in the midst of the heaven, and it did not hasten to go down exactly a whole day.
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And he said to teach the sons of Judah the bow. Behold it is written in the book of the just.
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Which is the Book of Yashar? — Said R. Chiyya b. Abba in the name of R. Yochanan: It is the book of Avraham, Yitzchak and
Yaakov who are designated as righteous and of whom Scripture says, Let me die the death of the righteous and let my last end
be like his.
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Rabbi Elazar HaKapor would say: Envy, lust and honour drive a man from the world.
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And Abel he too brought of the firstborn of his flocks and of their fattest, and Hashem turned to Abel and to his offering. But to
Cain and to his offering He did not turn, and it annoyed Cain exceedingly, and his countenance fell.
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Now the earth was corrupt before G-d, and the earth became full of robbery. And G-d saw the earth, and behold it had become
corrupted, for all flesh had corrupted its way on the earth. And G-d said to Noah, "The end of all flesh has come before Me, for
the earth has become full of robbery because of them, and behold | am destroying them from the earth.
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Was corrupt: Heb. DD[;I_’)] is an expression of immorality and idolatry. (other editions add: immorality, “for all flesh had
corrupted (D’DL}‘D) its way,” and idolatry), as in (Deut. 4:16): “Lest you deal corruptly (HD’DL:’JE)).”
And the earth became full of robbery: Heb. DR, robbery. (other editions add: as it is said (Jonah 3:8): “and of the dishonest
gain (PPNY) which is in their hands.”)
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As the master said, theft and immorality are things that a person desires and lust after
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And they said, "Come, let us build ourselves a city and a tower with its top in the heavens, and let us make ourselves a name,
lest we be scattered upon the face of the entire earth."
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See, only this one have | found, for God made man straight, but they sought many intrigues.
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See, only this one have | found: for a stumbling block came into being through her. that... made: The Holy One, blessed be He
[made] the first man straight. but they: when his wife Eve was paired up with him, and they became two and were called
“they.”sought many intrigues: plans and designs of sin.
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And you shall do what is proper and good in the eyes of the Lord, in order that it may be well with you, and that you may come
and possess the good land which Hashem swore to your forefathers,
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