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And David blessed Hashem before the eyes of the entire assembly, and David said, "Blessed are You, the G-d of Israel our
Father, from everlasting to everlasting. Yours, Hashem, are the greatness, and the might, and the glory, and the victory, and
the majesty, for all that is in the heavens and on the earth [is Yours]; Yours is the kingdom and [You are He] Who is exalted over
everything as the Leader. And wealth and honour are from before You, and You rule over all, and in Your hand is strength and
might, and it is in Your hand to magnify and to strengthen all
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Yours, Hashem, are the greatness: He gave praise to the Holy One, blessed be He, that He gave him so much strength to amass
such a fortune for the building of the Temple, as it is written (above 17:12): “He will build Me a House,” and near this [is
written]: “Hashem, for the sake of Your servant and according to Your own heart, You have brought about all this greatness.”
Now the expression of greatness can also refer to the building of the Temple, as it is written (above 22:5): “... and the House to
build for Hashem, to magnify it on high.” Yours, Hashem, are the greatness: Although | have amassed all this fortune for the
building of the Temple, which is called greatness, You have given me all this greatness. The might: for You gave me might to
wage war with Israel’s enemies and to plunder their spoils before You, to build the House, as above. After he had waged war
with all his enemies and defeated them, it is written (above 18:11): “Those also King David dedicated to Hashem, etc.”
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R. Chama son of R. Chanina further said: What means the text: You shall walk after Hashem your G-d? Is it, then, possible for a
human being to walk after the Shechinah; for has it not been said: For the Hashem your G-d is a devouring fire? But [the
meaning is] to walk after the attributes of the Holy One, blessed be He. As He clothes the naked, for it is written: And the
Hashem G-d made for Adam and for his wife coats of skin, and clothed them, so should you also clothe the naked. The Holy
One, blessed be He, visited the sick, for it is written: And Hashem appeared unto him by the oaks of Mamre, so should you also
visit the sick. The Holy One, blessed be He, comforted mourners, for it is written: And it came to pass after the death of
Abraham, that G-d blessed Isaac his son, so do thou also comfort mourners. The Holy one, blessed be He, buried the dead, for it
is written: And He buried him in the valley,so should you also bury the dead.
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R. Simlai expounded: Torah begins with an act of chessed and ends with an act of chessed. It begins with an act of chessed, for
it is written: And the Hashem G-d made for Adam and for his wife coats of skin, and clothed them; and it ends with an act of
chessed, for it is written: ‘And He buried him in the valley’

oY 0¥ Snow

772 PATIW 75 ,7"3AR0 W 1M 21997 I NIRRT TR0 00 17 723 TN AT R ORW M
95 77 1217 1A R 'R IR0 AN NNN RO 0700 MY 11901 .1"3pn Dw 1772 TN T
12 A2ARW TN AW 2R RY¥N1 .0°70M M3 RO 0M2ApR DW MR Dw Inrna 219032 a9 a7Ina
.I0N A7 T — 772 PATIW 1P MITNRR DTN AT 300 7700

3079 DN
'RIS VAN (PP TR I RN TR mvax D

For | said, "Forever will it be built with kindness; as the heavens, with which You will establish Your faithfulness."
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| entreated Hashem at that time, saying, Hashem G-d, You have begun to show Your servant Your greatness and Your strong
hand, for who is [like] G-d in heaven or on earth who can do as Your deeds and Your might?
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Your greatness: This is the attribute of Your goodness. Similarly, it states: “And now, pray, let the strength of Hashem be great
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R. Yochanan observed: If the Torah had not been given we could have learnt modesty from the cat, honesty from the ant,
chastity from the dove, and good manners from the cockerel
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