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Our Rabbis taught: When R. Eleazar b. Perata and R. Hanina b. Teradion were arrested, R. Eleazar b. Perata said to R. Hanina b.
Teradion: Happy are you that you have been arrested on one charge; woe is me, for | am arrested on five charges. R. Hanina
replied: Happy are you, who has been arrested on five charges, but will be rescued; woe is me who, though having been
arrested on one charge, will not be rescued; for you have occupied yourself with [the study of] the Torah as well as with acts of
kindness, whereas | occupied myself with Torah alone. This accords with the opinion of R. Huna. For R. Huna said: He who only
occupies himself with the study of the Torah is as if he has no G-d, for it is said: Now for long seasons Israel was without the
true G-d. What is meant by ‘without the true G-d’? — It means that he who only occupies himself with the study of the Torah is
as if he had no G-d. But did he not occupy himself with acts of benevolence? Surely it has been taught: R. Eliezer b. Jacob says:
One should not put his money into a charity-bag, unless it is supervised by a learned man such as R. Hanina b. Teradion! — He
was indeed very trustworthy, but he did not practise kindness. But has it not been taught: He said to him [R. Yose b. Kisma]: |
mistook Purim-money for ordinary charity money, so | distributed [of my own] to the poor! — He did indeed practise charity,
but not as much as he might have done.
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Our Rabbis taught: When R. Yose b. Kisma was ill, R. Hanina b. Teradion went to visit him. He said to him: ‘Brother Chanina, do
you not know that it is Heaven that has ordained this [Roman] nation to reign? For though she laid waste His House, burnt His
Temple, slew His pious ones and caused His best ones to perish, still is she firmly established! Yet, | have heard about you that
you sit and occupiest yourself with the Torah, you publicly gather assemblies, and keeps a scroll [of the Law] in your bosom!” He
replied, ‘Heaven will show mercy.” — ‘I,” he remonstrated, ‘am telling you plain facts, and you say "Heaven will show mercy"! It
will surprise me if they do not burn both you and the scroll of the Law with fire.” ‘Rabbi,” said the other, ‘How do | stand with
regard to the world to come?’ — ‘Is there any particular act that you have done?’ he enquired. He replied: ‘1 once mistook
Purim-money for ordinary charity-money, and | distributed [of my own] to the poor.” ‘Well then,” said he, ‘would that your
portion were my portion and your lot my lot.” It was said that within but few days R. Yose b. Kisma died and all the great men of
Rome went to his burial and made great lamentation for him. On their return, they found R. Chanina b. Teradion sitting and
occupying himself with the Torah, publicly gathering assemblies, and keeping a scroll of the Law in his bosom. Straightaway
they took hold of him, wrapped him in the Scroll of the Law, placed bundles of branches round him and set them on fire. They
then brought tufts of wool, which they had soaked in water, and placed them over his heart, so that he should not expire
quickly. His daughter exclaimed, ‘Father, that | should see you in this state!’ He replied, ‘If it were | alone being burnt it would
have been a thing hard to bear; but now that | am burning together with the Scroll of the Law, He who will have regard for the
plight of the Torah will also have regard for my plight.” His disciples called out, ‘Rabbi, what do you see?’ He answered them,
‘The parchments are being burnt but the letters are soaring on high.” ‘Open then your mouth’ [said they] ‘so that the fire enter
into you.” He replied, ‘Let Him who gave me [my soul] take it away, but no one should injure oneself.” The Executioner then said
to him, ‘Rabbi, if | raise the flame and take away the tufts of wool from over thy heart, will you cause me to enter into life in the
world to come?’ ‘Yes,” he replied. ‘Then swear unto me’ [he urged]. He swore unto him. He thereupon raised the flame and
removed the tufts of wool from over his heart, and his soul departed speedily. The Executioner then jumped and threw himself
into the fire. And a bas kol exclaimed: R. Chanina b. Teradion and the Executioner have been assigned to the world to come.
When Rebbi heard it he wept and said: One may acquire eternal life in a single hour, another after many years.
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Rabbi Chananya Ben Akashya: The Holy One Blessed is He, wished to confer merit upon Israel, therefore He gave them Torah

and mitzvos in abundance as it is said. ‘Hashem desired for the sake of its [Israel’s] righteousness, that Torah be made great
and glorious.
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And the people belleved and they heard that Hashem had remembered the chlldren of Israel and they kneeled and prostrated
themselves.
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Moses answered and said, "Behold they will not believe me, and they will not heed my voice, but they will say, 'Hashem has not
appeared to you.""
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And Israel saw the great hand, which Hashem had used upon the Egyptians, and the people feared Hashem, and they believed
in Hashem and in Moses, His servant.
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How precious is Your kindness, O G-d, and the sons of man will take refuge in the shadow of Your wings.
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May Hashem reward your deeds, and may your reward be full from Hashem G-d of Israel, under Whose wings you have come
to take shelter."
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