ik

DX Y

'3 Py NaX

v 5w
1o {iod A k) Y TR kD TR fN

But the way of the righteous is like the light of dawn; it shines ever brighter until the day is perfect.
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R Yirmiya bar Abba said: Four classes will not receive the presence of the Shechinah: the class of scoffers, the class of flatterers,
the class of liars, and, the class of slanderers. The class of scoffers, as it is written: He stretched out His hand against scorners.
The class of flatterers, as it is written: For a flatterer shall not come before Him. The class of liars, as it is written: He that speaks
falsehood shall not be established before My eyes. The class of slanderers, as it is written: For You are not a G-d that has
pleasure in wickedness; evil shall not sojourn with You — i.e., You art righteous, O L-rd, evil may not sojourn in Your habitation
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The third category consists of those who constantly scoff at things and at actions without intending to shame those to whom
they pertain, but repelling things which should not be repelled amd keeping back the benefits of actions from which benefits
may be anticipated. Concerning this it is said ‘anyone who despises a thing shall suffer from it and our sages said ‘do not
despise any man and you not take exception to any thing, for there is no man that does not have his hour, and there is no thing
that does not have its place’. The scoffer is brought to his evil trait through being wise in his own eyes. And there are times
when this trait can bring one to heresy to scoff at the commandments as it is said ‘the proud have had Me greatly in derision,
yet | have not turned aside from your commandments.” This third category is the class which does not accept reproof as it says
‘do not reprove a scorner lest he come to hate you’ ‘he who corrects a scorner gets himself to shame’ and ‘when you correct
the scorner, the simple will get prudent.” What disposes this class not to heed reproof is the traits which brings one into this
category , a trait that impresses itself so strongly upon one that he comes to scoff at the judgement of others. This is the trait
for which there is no hope, at is said, ‘do you see a man that is wise in his own eyes? There is more hope for a fool than for him!
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The second deterrent, however, laughter and levity, is very severe. He who is immersed in it is as one who is immersed in a
great ocean, from which it is extremely difficult to escape. For laughter affects a person's heart in such a manner that sense and
reason no longer prevail in him, so that he becomes like a drunkard or a simpleton, whom, because they cannot accept
direction, it is impossible to advise or direct.
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Scoffing has a sinister and depraving effect. As a shield that is anointed with oil causes the arrows that strike it to glance off
without touching the body, so scoffing renders reproof and chastisement ineffective. A single sarcasm or jest is liable to blight
most of the spiritual zeal and enthusiasm which a man may have acquired from the experience that taught him to be particular
and scrupulous in his actions. As a result of ridicule he is apt to cast off all that he has learned so that there is no sign of it left in
him, not because it is not instructive, nor because he lacks understanding, but because mockery has the power to destroy every
vestige of conscience and reverence.

oY D»n now

TRD 1 AR 23 IR Aot Pwhn "mnoin” B a%pn X200 IR ,NININ XA DAR NIIXYR AR T
DWW T WY KD NI MK 9 NAR MR 0"V 2" 19K MIADIT TIN9Y WwOR RW 7Y 2°°107 0277 NN
AR 2"7 00 PHY NI’ AR TN .NIRYA NDIT IR MIREAT 72 QTR DR AR NILY ARG 1190, 2w

MIXH2 02 VIPW RITW 103, MIRYA P12 IR pR1? 72 003 7R O

AT Ay s
92 19D 2D NN NI D

Mockery is serious, as it starts with suffering and ends with destruction
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R. Nachman said: All mockery is forbidden save gibing at idolatry, which is permitted, as it is written, Bel bows down, Nebo
stoops and the text goes on, They stoop, they bow down together, they cannot deliver the burden, etc. R. Yannai learns the
same lesson from here: The inhabitants of Samaria shall be in dread for the calves of Beth Aven, for the people thereof shall
mourn over it and the Priests thereof shall tremble for it, for its glory, because it is departed from it. Read not ‘its glory’
[kevodo], but ‘its burden’ [kevedo].
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You shall not accept ransom for the life of a murderer, who is guilty of death, for he shall be put to death. You shall not accept
ransom for one who has fled to his city of refuge, to allow him to return to live in the Land, before the kohen has died. And you

shall not corrupt the land in which you live, for the blood corrupts the land, and the blood which is shed in the land cannot be
atoned for except through the blood of the one who shed it.
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The sages said in the Sifri, Do not cause chanufa to the land — this is a prohibition against flatterers. The relevance of the
prohibition here is that at first the verse warns that we should not take bribes for murderers to escape their rightful
punishment, and then it goes on and warns that we should not flatter murderers by freeing them because of their eminence or
their power or their honour or their family, even without taking a bribe. And the pasuk then warns that if we show flattery to
murderers, as a result the land will become unfaithful in the wake of its inhabitants.
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Further, said Resh Lakish: What is the meaning of the Scriptural verse: If the serpent bite before it is charmed, then the
charmer hath no advantage? — At some future time all the animals will assemble and come to the serpent and say: The lion
attacks and devours; the wolf tears and consumes; but what profit hast thou? But he will answer: What benefit has he who
uses his tongue?
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Each man is commanded to love each and every one of Israel as himself as [Leviticus 19:18] states: "Love your neighbour as
yourself." Therefore, one should speak the praises of [others] and show concern for their money just as he is concerned with
his own money and seeks his own honour. Whoever gains honour through the degradation of a colleague does not have a
share in the world to come.
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