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Rabbi Meir would say: Engage minimally in business, and occupy yourself with Torah.
BT 52 7393 1 Saw )
Be humble before every man.
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If you neglect the Torah, there will be many more causes for neglect before you; if you toil much in Torah, there is much reward
to give to you.
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R. Elazar further stated: What is the purport of the Scriptural text: His cheeks are as a bed of spices? If a man allows himself to
be treated as a bed upon which everybody treads, and as spices with which everybody perfumes himself, his learning will be
preserved, but otherwise it will not.
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Rava expounded, ‘It is not in heaven’, it is not to be found with him who, because he possesses some knowledge of it, towers in
his pride as high as the heavens, ‘[neither is it beyond the sea’] it is not found with him who, because of some knowledge of it,
is as expansive in his self-esteem as the sea. R. Yochanan expounded: ‘It is not in heaven’, it is not to be found among the
arrogant;
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R. Chanina b. Ida said: Why are the words of the Torah likened unto water-as it is written, ‘Ho, everyone that thirsts, come for
water’? This is to teach you, just as water flows from a higher level to a lower, so too the words of the Torah endure only with
him who is humble. R. Oshaia said: Why are the words of the Torah likened unto these three liquids, water, wine and milk — as
it is written, ‘Ho, everyone that thirsts come for water’; and it is written, Come, buy and eat; yea, come buy wine and milk
without money, and without price? This is to teach you, just as these three liquids can only be preserved in the most inferior of
vessels, so too the words of the Torah endure only with him who is humble.

This is illustrated by the story of the daughter of the Roman Emperor who addressed R. Yehoshua b. Chanania, ‘O glorious
Wisdom in an ugly vessel’. He replied, ‘Does not your father keep wine in an earthenware vessel?’ She asked, ‘What else shall
he keep it in?’ He said to her, ‘You who are nobles should keep it in vessels of gold and silver’. Thereupon she went and told
this to her father and he had the wine put into vessels of gold and silver and it became sour. When he was informed of this he
asked his daughter, “Who gave you this advice?’ She replied. ‘R. Yehoshua b. Chanania’ — Thereupon the Emperor had him
summoned before him and asked him, ‘Why did you give her such advice?’ He replied, ‘1 answered her according to the way
that she spoke to me’. But are there not good-looking people who are learned? — If these very people were ugly they would be
still more learned
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It is written in the Torah [Deuteronomy 30:12, 13]: "It is not in the heavens....It is not across the sea...." [This implies:] "It is not
in the heavens" - i.e., it is not found in the proud spirited. "It is not across the sea" - i.e., it is not found in those who travel
across the sea.

Therefore, our Sages said: "Not everyone who is involved in business will become wise." Our Sages also commanded: "Minimize
your business activities and occupy yourself with Torah."
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The words of Torah can be compared to water, as [Isaiah 55:1] states: "Behold, all who are thirsty, come to the water." This
teaches you that just as water does not collect on an incline, but rather flows from it and collects in a low place, similarly, the
words of Torah will not be found in the arrogant or in the hearts of any of the haughty, but rather in the humble and lowly, who
sit in the dust at the feet of the Sages and remove the desires and pleasures of the times from their hearts. They do only a
minimal amount of work each day [to earn] their livelihood if they have nothing else to eat. The rest of their days and nights
are involved with Torah study.
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R. Yoseph would order on the day of Shavuos: ‘Prepare me a third-born calf,” saying. ‘If not for the influence of this day, how
many Josephs are there in the market place!” R. Sheshes used to revise his studies every thirty days, and he would stand and
lean at the side of the doorway and exclaim, ‘Rejoice, my soul, Rejoice, my soul; for you have | read [the Bible], for you have |
studied [the Mishnah].” But that is not so, for R. Elazar said, But for the Torah, heaven and earth would not endure, for it is said,
If not for my covenant by day and by night, | had not appointed the ordinances of heaven and earth? — In the first place when
a man does it [sc. studies], he does so with himself in mind.
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Of all the influences that Hashem causes to emanate from Him for the sake of His creations, one is higher than all the others,
being more dear and precious than anything else that Hashem created. This influence is the closest thing to Hashem Himself
that can be found Creation, its loftiness and excellence resembling Hashem’s own to some degree. Through this influence
Hashem enables some of His creations to partake of some of His Glory and perfection.
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The influence of the Torah however is a G-dly thing, as discussed earlier. Not only that, but it is the highest and most important
of all the concepts transmitted from G-d to man. Because of this fact, it is imperative that one should have reverence and awe
when involved in the Torah. What one is then doing is approaching his G-d and involving himself in the transmission of the
great Light from Hashem to himself. The individual involved in Torah should therefore be abashed by his human lowliness and
tremble before G-d’s loftiness. He should rejoice in what he can attain but even this should be combined with the greatest
possible awe. It is all the more important that one not behave frivolously when involved in the Torah and not show any
disrespect for its books or their words. When occupied with Torah, one should know before Whom he stands. When one fulfils
these conditions, then his study of the Torah is as it should be. He can then draw down the Influence as discussed earlier and
incorporate in himself G-dly excellence as well as rectify and illuminate all of creation.
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Now this man Moses was exceedingly humble, more so than any person on the face of the earth.
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Humble: Modest and patient.
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Raba, others say R. Yochanan, said: More significant is that which is said of Moshe and Aharon than that which is said of
Avraham. Of Avraham it is said: | am but dust and ashes, whereas of Moshe and Aharon it is said: And we are nothing.
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And there was no other prophet who arose in Israel like Moses, whom the Lord knew face to face,
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As Reish Lakish said. Where do we learn that words of Torah are firmly held by one who kills himself for it? Because it says, This
is the Torah, when a man shall die in the tent
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