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31 TRYX R 95, You can triumph only if God is present in your midst,
and therefore your victory will be a victory of God’s kingdom on earth.
God’s presence in your camp does not depend on the courage you display
toward the outside, but on the courage you display toward your own sell.
God’s presence in your midst depends on whether you keep watch over

purselfand “guard yourself against all moral evil,” so that th;c1anln_ml'|st|c
:sp&cl‘- of human nature, and everything that reminds one of it, will va:—
jsh from your environment, your appearance, your actions, your speech,
ur thoughts, and your emotions. For God d“f"’ not go ahead Df].l'ﬂﬁr
E:mp; rather, T 3792 Tng, He walks in the midst of your camp, at the
side of each and every member of your suciet}'“(s:: Sotah Eb] Tl'iwm'?m;
this society shall be holy. Let no 127 my — nakedness” in t ¢]1].-n [:.:
sense of the term — appear in you, neither externally nor interna y.d r
onlly on that condition is God your God, and anly on t]mt. mnﬂ_l :_lnn ;:es
He walk with you, accompany you, and never restrain Himself from do-
ing so (cf, Commentary, Bemidbar 5:2’:-3] . _
smtE: You must go ahead, and if the way on which you go is
i ill accompany you.
ngh;:;iﬁ ?he plural i:5 u;url? to indicate th.aT. whmlis said hv.are con-
cerning our army camp applies to all the spheres in which we .‘il:lﬁ, term-
porarily or permanently. They all must bear the stamp of pure I;m;af:
morality. In every place and at all times, we shuuld n:ﬂ:.-c.l on the li ‘
tasks learned from God's Torah, and these reflections should impart sla;;nv:
tity not only to synagogues and study halls, but to all thf: places w e]I]'e
wee live, We must remaove from our dwelling places everything that recalls
the animal-like aspects of human corporeality — 3 ApmMa wRE
wovas. We mnst cover all “nakedness” of the human body — ar» b2 .
Thus we will be able to direct our thoughts to God and devote ourselves,
undisturbed, to the study of His Torah (Kan jn+an ops wvip Jume oom
IR MR TN TN T oo KEv AR [T Shf:{:br.r: I_E-I.':la]].
For the awareness that our spirit has been endowed with a unique per-
sonal essence and with the dignity of moral free will, andthal,lby the breath
of God, this spirit has been temporarily wedded to our plh].-s_u:all}r f.ettm;eld
bodies, is the basis for the fulfillment of our mission in life, With this
awareness, all our morality and all thought of a dutiful life stand or fall.
This awareness comes to symbaolic expression in thc. laws of n&ow and
ne, which banish from v@p wpn everything Kuo. For from the wpe
arises our moral elevation and the sanctification of our lu..-e:s, u.ru:ll we are
to keep out of the wipn the erronesus notion of man’s animal-like ser-
LEY. . )
- r':;'his sAe AWareness comes 1o concrete expression Fhrm_:gh the mitz-
vah of mns wrp: We are to refrain from EXt_IihiFinE animalistic mrp:l:urc-
ality in the sphere of our thoughts and aspirations before God, and no

“nakedness” should be seen in the sphere directed to God and to the
fulfillment of our duty. In this way we will remain mindful of the dignity
of our spiritual essence, which is related to God and which has been
endowed by Him with God-like freedom, and we will give no credence
to the erroneous materialistic notion that would do away with duty and
morality.

Thus the halachos: nwamy yrasn n2m yin 590 =272 7975 “m o 953
RO (Berachos 24b); 1% Twor *xw 8% nowen PR TRV P IR 0on THhn
TN W 222 1w (ibid.); and thus all the halachos about IR apnIn
201 and about covering n1a =9y nbsm v 11 Mg, Thus also the
halachos regarding v=v nwya my=1 and o o n»w, and so forth
(see ibid. 22D, et seq.). All these are laws and Jewish customs which con-
tinually remind us of the human being’s dual nature.

Special importance is attached to these halachos especially in all those
times, recurring from century to century, when materialism threatens
and leads to the degeneration of man’s moral nobility. In such times a
Jew is called upon to raise the banner of his Lifes mission, which attests
to moral freedom (cf. Commentarv. Bereshis 275 2.2 2.10
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The sentences 121 ¥7 1327 Y2 mnwn {(vv. 10-11) exhort us to concern
ourselves with inner purity and to observe mod esty even in our thoughts.
It was in connection with these sentences that 1wx 12 ome M, who was
honored by his contemporaries with the wreath of the highest moral
nobility, pronounced his momentous saying: X5W ¥4 737 3m namwn 970
PTY A2 AN TR 12 01D 1 TN IXon R AR 2Tb K10 o o I
ANID T AT AVPI NVPI TPY BRI M MPAT T Axvan nene A
MY AN TY I TR AT UTY aan B 00 TS mean nigs
ATIP AT TR AR MTI0N MTON TS AR3n KU ARTY KLR DR b a8
TR (20D 2PN WRW 1951 7YT3 NTTOM 0Phea AeAR 7Y e wpT M
12000 AT Y 1Y 12 YRR 1 mRT MY 12 e e Kb APTRn? Tima pYaT
T2RI K? 00N 0y W3 NR 0 Ny v "Dy I =378 B0 (X KD YRY) eNaw
1719 39372 YW b R oMY RYX (Avodah Zarah 20b, according to the
X077 of the 5), “Learning Torah leads to walchfulness, watchfulness
leads to moral vigor, moral vigor leads to external purity, external purity
leads to abstinence, abstinence leads to inner purity, inner purity leads
to holiness, holiness leads to humility, humility leads to fear of sin, fear
of sin leads to loving devolion, loving devotion leads to the holy spirit,
the holy spirit leads to resurrection.” Loving devotion (n11*on) and hu-
mility (muy) vie for the pinnacle. According to Tehillim 89:20, nvon is

the greatest of them all. According to Yeshayahu 61:1, may is the greatest
of them all.

This statement describes the ascending steps toward moral perfec-
tion, and the first step is attained by engaging in the study of God’s Torah.
It would be worthwhile to analyze this statement closely, so as to grasp
its whole depth and its instructive truth. Here, we would only remind
ourselves once again of the following: Generally, it is said that the essence
of pron is self-limitation that abstains even from what is permitted. Ac-
tually, though, that is only mwp, which appears here merely among the
preliminary steps toward moral nobility, whereas n117on is the ultimate
flower and fruit of moral perfection,

Let us also note that most of the traits that form the rungs in this
ladder of moral virtues are indicated in our text. We note here: mwm:
DWW MIPIT A2 TN AN DRYY AN T ATPY: DPESY; RANw A3 T 03 T
UYTR TN M RO KT TUP A 2 AR 89 wIpn M Jenne TRhR n s
Jome 3932, These traits do not appear in the Torah in the order of the
rungs of this ladder of virtues, but we should bear in mind that here
Scripture speaks of fulfilling all of them together. And from here we learn:
On the way to moral perfection, the preliminary steps do not hccorn_e
superfluous when a higher one is reached; rather, they all retain their
value, and with every advance they become even more important. Only
upon the attainment of the highest virtue do they reach their complete
fulfillment. This is made clear by the fact that it says here that maw is the
purest gem, the highest or second highest in the crown of qualities, and
it alone leads to proper xon nxv!



