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Blessed are You, Hashem, our G- d and the G-d of our forefathers, G-d of Avraham, G-d of Yltzchak and G d of Yaakov, the great,
mighty and awesome G-d, the supreme G-d, Who bestows beneficial kindness and creates everything, Who recalls the
kindnesses of the Patriarchs and brings a Redeemer to their children’s children, for His Name’s sake, with love. O King, Helper,
Saviour and Shield. Blessed are You Hashem, Shield of Avraham.
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Our Rabbis taught: Whence do we derive that the blessing of the Patriarchs should be said? Because it says, Ascribe unto the
Hashem, O you sons of might.
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And he took of the royal seed and formed a covenant with him, and he brought him into an oath and the mighty of the land he
took away.
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Rav Schwab on Prayer p414-415

Our Avos — Avraham, Yitzchak, and Yaakov — recognized HaFKadosh
Baruch Hu as Melech HaOlam. However, there are three aspects of Malchus
Shamayim, and each one of the Avos emphasized one of them in their lives:

Avraham spread the knowledge of Haadosh Baruch Hu in the world. [n
his own lifetime, he convinced thousands of people to become believers in
Haladosh Baruch Hu. And eventually, in yemos HaMashiach, when 2711
1wpK1 oy (Tehillim 47:10), the noblemen of the nations gather and recog-
nize that Haladosh Baruch Hu is the Melech HaOlam, this universal recogni-
tion of HaKadosh Baruch Hu will be based on the historic influence of oy
0738 19K, the nation of the God of Auraham (ibid.). When the time comes
that y 53 Sy 9% 1 mm, Hashem will be the King over all the land
(Zechariah 14:9), and the whole world finally recognizes the Malchus
Shamayim, it will be because Avraham Avinu, the oma 117 2K, the father of a
multilude of nations (Bereishis 17:5), spread the knowledge of HaKadosh
Baruch Hu throughout the world. This is what is meant by niTax %K.

Yitzchak emphasized the recognition of HaKadosh Baruch Hu as his own
personal Melech. Yitzchak demonstrated through the Akeidah that not only
is HaKadosh Baruch Hu the yqii7 3 Sy 991, as his father Avraham had
taught, but He is especially his own Melech for Whom he was prepared, at
any moment, to give up his life. This is what is meant when Chazal tell us:
Doy mxnay 1o N7 .. 192 1K, Say the words of kingship before Me
to express the facl that you have accepted me as your king (Rosh Hashanah
16a). The Rema, quoting Rambam in Moreh Nevuchim, emphasizes that one
should be aware that every moment of his life he is constantly being watched
by 91131 9710, the great King, HaKadosh Baruch Hu (see Rema, Shulchan
Aruch, Orach Chaim 1). This special awareness that Yitzchak had is what is
meant by, Py 117K DRIKG W] 997380

Yaakov embodied Jaw N7, [ will make your Name grow [gradually]
greater and greater (Bereishis 12:2). The teaching of Malchus Shamayim that
Avraham brought to the world spread gradually to the rest of the world. The
contribution of Yaakov in furthering this ideal was to emphasize first the full
and unequivocal acceptance of Malchus Shamayim among his own people,
Klal Yisrael. HaKadosh Baruch Hu had first to become 17531 7567 772, The
King of Yisrael and its Redeemer (Yeshayahu 44:6), and then the concept of
Malchus Shamayim would eventually be recognized throughout the entire
world: 711 1% 17y 75K pwh 1 9, Hashem shall reign forever — your
God, O Tziyon, from generation to generation (Tehillim 146:10).

These three different viewpoints are all complementary. Our Avos, each
in his own specialized approach, spread the concept of the totality of
Malchus Shamayim throughout the world.

In summary, therefore, the Bircas Avos is very much in compliance with
the rule requiring Malchus in our berachos, because it contains:

D% 19K, meaning 07w Sy 19, King of the universe;

Py 7oK, meaning TR By on, King of each individual;

3pyr 9%, meaning 58w 593 5y 990, King of the Jewish people.
The berachah continues:
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Rav Hirsch Siddur p130-131

We bow as we utter the word 7172 which is our pledge of obedience, but we stand erect again
when we come to 7, for the thought of the Name of the L-rd should not weigh us down but should
rather sustain us at all times. For this same reason we need bow only at the beginning and end of
the first blessing (avos) and at the beginning and end of modim.

MR PPR1 13P9R G-d of our fathers, that is G-d as our ancestors knew Him, as He revealed His
glory to them both by world and by means of mighty acts. This is the only way to conceive of G-d
if we are to reach and to hold fast to that concept of truth which refutes all error and folly.

5-x1 9 etc. He thus causes us to see Him as a Being, Which, though limitlessly exalted in
awesome greatness and almighty power, is still so infinitely close to all of us that there is no need
for the services of any intermediary between Him and ourselves.

The nature of His loving providence is such that are own lives and our own welfare, as well as
those of even our remotest descendants are assured because of the good deeds of our ancestors
and theirs. It is as the sons of the fathers that they bear His name, that they have a portion in His
infinite love and that they may hopefully await the redeemer to be sent by Him. He is their King,
Help, Saviour and Shield even as He was that of their fathers. Let us, then, emulate our father
Abraham. When G-d calls upon us to set us new tasks or to test us with new trials, let us respond
with the simple answer that Abraham taught us to give: *117 ‘I am ready’, ‘Here I am’. If we will
choose to follow this path, then G-d will prove to be our own Shield today even as He was the
shield of Abraham long ago.
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