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Blessed are You, Hashem, our G- d and the G-d of our forefathers, G-d of Avraham, G-d of Yltzchak and G d of Yaakov, the great,
mighty and awesome G-d, the supreme G-d, Who bestows beneficial kindness and creates everything, Who recalls the
kindnesses of the Patriarchs and brings a Redeemer to their children’s children, for His Name’s sake, with love. O King, Helper,
Saviour and Shield. Blessed are You Hashem, Shield of Avraham.
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And he took of the royal seed and formed a covenant with him, and he brought him into an oath and the mighty of the land he
took away.
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G-d: Heb. 5. This too is an attribute of compassion [for G-d], and so he [the Psalmist] says: “My G-d, my G-d, why have You
forsaken me?” (Ps. 22:2). One cannot say to the Divine attribute of justice, “Why have You forsaken me?” | found this in the
Mechilta (Exod. 15:2).
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For Hashem, your G-d, is G-d of gods and the L-rd of the lords, the great mighty and awesome G-d, Who will show no favour,
nor will He take a bribe.
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"O L-rd G-d, You have begun to show Your servant Your greatness and Your strong hand, for who is [like] G-d in heaven or on
earth who can do as Your deeds and Your might?
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Your greatness: This is the attribute of Your goodness. Similarly, it states: “And now, pray, let the strength of my L-rd be great”
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And he was frightened, and he said, "How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of G-d, and this is the gate
of heaven."
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And you shall eat before Hashem, your G-d, in the place He chooses to establish His Name therein, the tithes of your grain, your
wine, and your oil, and the firstborn of your cattle and of your sheep, so that you may learn to fear Hashem, your G-d, all the
days
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There is a positive commandment to hold the Temple in awe, as [Leviticus 19:30] states: "And you shall revere my Sanctuary."
Nevertheless, it is not the [physical building of] the Temple which must be held in awe, but rather, He who commanded that it
be revered.
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Even though, the Temple is now in ruin because of our sins, a person must hold its [site] in awe, as one would regard it when it
was standing.
[Therefore,] one should only enter a region which he is permitted to enter. He should not sit in [the area of] the Temple
Courtyard, nor should he act frivolously when standing before [the place of] the eastern gate, as [implied by Leviticus 19:30]:
"You shall observe My Sabbaths and you shall revere My Sanctuary." [Explaining the analogy between the two commands, the
Sages comment:] "Just as the observance of the Sabbath [applies] for eternity, so too, the reverence for the Temple must be
eternal. Even though it is in ruin, it remains holy."
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Shemoneh Esrei p57

The highest form of praise is imitation. When we recount these praises of G-d we mist resolve to
follow His example. As the Talmud (Shabbos 133b) teaches, 12 77 7, Emulate Him!

G-d is M3, mighty. But His might is neither brutal nor vindictive. It is the strength of patience and
perseverance. G-d is long suffering. The men of the Great Assembly earned their title not merely for
their insight into G-d’s attributes. They were called great because they emulated G-d’s attributes and
patterned their own behaviour after Him.

As we now recite this blessing we resolve to strengthen ourselves by practicing self-control. We will
not act or speak upon impulse. We thus fulfil one of the essential purposes of prayer — to recognise G-d
and 15172 n39M — to follow in His ways.
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