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Rav Schwab on Prayer p416
The Almighty, Who is above our understanding.
None of His creations can conceive of Him. While we can have some understanding of the underlying
concepts of RN M2 5113 and can say that Hashem is ‘Master of the Heaven and Earth’ the human
mind cannot possibly comprehend the essence of Hakadosh Baruch Hu or His conduct of world
affairs. For instance, it is beyond our comprehension that the wicked can prosper and grow, ‘When
the wicked bloom like grass and all the iniquities blossom’ (Tehillim 92:8), while tsaddikim suffer, or
that perfectly innocent children are born with deformities or are afflicted with suffering and diseases.
The Holocaust which claimed six million Jews, in addition to the suffering that our people has had to
endure for thousands of years is beyond our ability to explain. All attempts to explain it will be futile.
The 11’5:) 5-& has not revealed this to us.

Shemoneh Esrei (R Leff) p34

After we recognise Hashem'’s attributes abstractly and conceptually, we begin to familiarise ourselves
with the tangible expressions of these attributes. We begin by describing Hashem as 71’59 5-x a
Supreme Power, above the world, who causes and directs other powers that emanate from Him and
affect this temporal world.

Hashem can be recognised and understood by studying these secondary causes, the powers and
processes in our material world that emanate from Him. The best process that can help us recognise
Hashem is the kindness that we receive in the world. In order to recognise Hashem, who is the
ultimate good and hence the Source of all goodness, one must be able first to discern manifestations
of this goodness in the world and in one’s personal life. In this respect, Hashem is gomel chessed. The
word gomel means ‘to bestow’, but it is also related to the word gomer, complete. Hashem created
the world to bestow eternal spiritual pleasure on man’s soul. The goodness and kindness that Hashem
provides in His temporal world are in order to bring that original intention of kindness to completion.
This can only be accomplished if man recognises and acknowledges that good and in order to do so,
one must develop the right perspective...
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The kind acts of Hashem | will mention, the praises of Hashem according to all that Hashem bestowed upon us, and much good
to the house of Israel, which He bestowed upon them according to His mercies and according to His many kind acts.
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The sun rises and the sun sets, and to its place it yearns and rises there.
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| have become small from all the kindnesses and from all the truth that You have rendered Your servant, for with my staff |
crossed this Jordan, and now | have become two camps.
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| have become small: My merits have diminished because of the kindnesses and the truth that You have rendered me.

Therefore, | fear lest | have became sullied with sin since [the time that] You promised me, and it will cause me to be delivered
into Esau’s hand[s]
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You shall say to your son, "We were slaves to Pharaoh in Egypt, and Hashem took us out of Egypt with a strong hand. And
Hashem gave signs and wonders, great and terrible, upon Egypt, upon Pharaoh, and upon all his household, before our eyes.
And He brought us out of there, in order that He might bring us and give us the land which He swore to our fathers. And
Hashem commanded us to perform all these statutes, to fear Hashem, our G-d, for our good all the days, to keep us alive, as of
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this day. And it will be for our merit that we keep to observe all these commandments before Hashem, our G-d, as He has
commanded us."
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And G-d called the dry land earth, and the gathering of the waters He called seas, and G-d saw that it was good.
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Give thanks to Hashem because He is good, for His kindness is eternal.
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The woman conceived and bore a son, and [when] she saw him that he was good, she hid him for three months.

Shmoneh Esrei (R Leff) p35
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When a person’s outlook includes an understanding of goodness as what is eternally good, he is able
to see good even in difficult and seemingly negative situations in intensified. In this way we recognise
Hashem through His chassadim, the many and varied kindnesses, even the small and seemingly
insignificant one. We recognise that these are chassadim tovim, that these goodnesses are bestowed
because they have eternal value and because of their effect on our eternal existence.

Furthermore, when a human being bestows kindness on another, the recipient feels uncomfortable.
He is uncomfortable about receiving something unearned and about feeling subservient to his
benefactor. Hashem’s kindnesses are totally good because they are given in a way that one feels
comfortable about receiving them. In addition, one feels confident that whatever good He metes out
is enduring and not only apparently good for the moment. Even those things that are that are
apparently negative, are really beneficial in this eternal view.

With these perspectives, G-d’s original intentions can be brought to completion, as indicated by
gomel.

Gomel is also related to the word for ‘wean’, ligmol. When G-d bestows a kindness, He does so in a
manner that weans the individual from dependency on the kindness. He gives the individual the
ability to utilise that kindness as a function of his free will, to enhance it and feel actively productive
and not merely like a passive recipient.

Thus, G-d provided the framework for us to exercise our free will and them complete His original
intention of creation - to bestow the ultimate kindness, the spiritual pleasure of the World to Come.
And by doing so, it is as if G-d weans the individual from dependency on His kindness and permits him
to exercise the only area in which a Jew has control, his free choice to fulfil G-d’s will.

This is then the first manner in which we recognise asd familiarise ourselves with Hakadosh Baruch
Hu, through His chessed . And thus we recognise Hashem as hatov ve hameitiv, - One who is infinitely
good and who does good and bestows kindness.
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Is this how you repay Hashem you disgraceful, unwise people?! Is He not your Father, your Master? He has made you and
established you.
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And he blessed him, and he said, "Blessed be Abram to the Most High G-d, Who possesses heaven and earth.

oy o»r nen

LI99171 W RO R 0™V ,5YI9 WY 10 TV R0 NYTNA 90 Ay X0 ! ROl AMapn
12w AR oW 1" L0 mawa TP AR (B P'2) DMK L0010 v mIn 2apna AR aR am
.0°25W 90 NR YY1 ,00NR7 193p R’

1275 a3t A
DIPD 1299 553 PINHE DNIN T9H31 DVODD N3 INE TOINE — PP T3H MO HIdD

DY o»n neAn

TOX 02 DOUIDT 120 N0 TV AR 1 PR AT Dw KPR Topnh 0297810 20977 93 12 jpnn 1'apn
21w 209X W2 1770 Y19 132 217 ,NINCD 2V NIWA 151D YYD AW 070 NI jpnh ar ar 1'apn
2N IR 01 AT MWD IR 0220377 912913 TR 11D V' ARY 212V NOWRY A1 0T 1, MW
2N MPYD WO IR WA T0M 212°F NTWA OX XAMNTY 071 NID02 O3 MY A QIR TR LR
5o 1P "3 1R NN WK T KX QTR 120



S—
JFT&nX)



