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And Moshe and Aharon, Nadav and Avihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel ascended and they percelved the G-d of Israel,
and beneath His feet was like the forming of a sapphire brick and like the appearance of the heavens for clarity. And upon the
nobles of the children of Israel He did not lay His hand, and they perceived Hashem, and they ate and drank. And Hashem said
to Moshe, "Come up to Me to the mountain and remain there, and | will give you the stone tablets, the Law and the
commandments, which | have written to instruct them."
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And upon the nobles: They are Nadab and Abihu and the elders. -[From Midrash Tanchuma Beha’alothecha 16]
He did not lay His hand: This indicates that they deserved that a hand be laid upon them.
And they perceived G-d: They gazed at Him with levity, while [they were] eating and drinking. So is the [interpretation of]
Midrash Tanchuma (Beha’alothecha 16). Onkelos, however, did not render [this clause] in this manner. '35 means great ones,
like [in the phrases:] “and from its nobles (Q’_S__’ﬁ_ﬁm) I called you” (Isa. 41:9); “and He magnified (5._’}\531) some of the spirit” (Num.
11:25); “six large cubits (D3%39) ” (Ezek. 41:8).
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Rav Hirsch

To conspire against someone, to treat him like an enemy, is usually
expressed by -2 T n%. Although in two places (Bereshis 22:12 and Iyov
1:12) we do find %% 7 now used in this sense, our verse can hardly
mean: “He did not raise His hand against the chosen ones of Israel
{mentioned in v. 9), even though they ascended toward the manifesta-
tion of God's glory” There was no reason for God Lo raise His hand
against them, since they ascended at His express command.

Now, 71 can also denote the power of God's spirit, which seizes
a prophet and uplifts him into the realm of prophecy.

“heg stemns from the root Yex (from which we get Y38, “next "),
whose hasic meaning is: to stand at a distance and to be isolated in a
particular place. The term “m"ex” appears again only in Yeshayahu
41:9, TR Fyveses, and its meaning there — corresponding to the
beginning of the verse, P87 ntepn TR W8 — is apparently: those
who are separated by space, at a distance,

We suggest that, here too, i ma *ew refers to those standing at
a distance, those kept away from the mountain and from the manifes-
tation of God's glory — ie, to the people separated by a boundary.
Those who were summoned to ascend the mountain and to approach
the manifestation of God's glory (v. 9) were gripped by 1 T hence W
31 b 7poR nw. But to the masses standing at a distance God did not
send forth His hand: rather, wnm — ie., they had an inner vision of
God; or: from afar they looked toward the manifestation of God's glory.
(Whereas &1 denotes secing from up close with one's physical eyes, mn
denotes looking from afar, or envisioning in one’s mind's eye; thus ny,
the breast, the seat of the heart [sce Commentary, Bereshis 15:1].}

Without being raised above their ordinary earthly level, the sphere
of their natural sensual activity, wem 19akn. Those who were seized by
the prophetic spirit were uplifted and elevated to God's nearness,
whereas the Children of Israel, who were not raised to that level, were

close to God in their hearts and minds. When they ate ulft'hc TIlL‘-‘I‘-I.:li
peace offerings (v. 5), they felt God's cllnsrn:ss. I']'hcy C.I'Ijt'}.'}'ed the bliss
of feeling God's closeness in the mmidst of earthly life, which is the thhC.ﬁl
attainment of a blossaming Jewish life, Attaining such a level day in
and day out is lsrael's aim and aspiration before God. g
Similarly, upon the renewal af the national covenant established at
Sinai with the Torah, Scripture says: 7 gt P o ni7aky m'h-m raan
Prok (Devarim 27:7; compare VEIses 5-7 there with verses =5 of our
chapter; see Commentary, Bereshis 46:1). _ N
In Megillah 9a, Wmr %3 "PIR are identified not with the entire
people, but with s "3 "W {v. 5, the firstborn sons, “'!"f”_ being
cansecrated to God's service as the representatives of the families, are
called “mma” “those separated out” According to this explanation as
well, v nw &3 and "0 wAn can be understood in the sense we have

indicated.
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